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in THiS iSSue

I am always cheered by the 
evangelical simplicity of a person like 
Francis of assisi.

his simplicity spoke volumes about his 
priorities. as we all know, Francesco was 
completely consumed by his love of God. 
as such, he desired that his life become a 
prophetic message to the world. 

Unlike many of his contemporaries in the 
church, he chose not to be encumbered 
by earthly goods. he did, however, radiate 
a simple and powerful love of the world; a 
love especially for the poor of the world. 
he was, of course, so universal in this love 
that he also embraced a passion for the 
natural environment. 

at a time when the church is engaged in 
a battle for relevance, it seems clear to me 
that the prophetic simplicity of a st Francis 
would have to be a better path to go down 
rather than the triumphalism of a church 
that continues to see itself from a medieval 
vantage point and therefore prides itself in 
a haughty display of grandeur and power.

when I look around today, I am struck by so many wonderful prophets in our midst; 
people who embody that same christ-like simplicity that st Francis displayed. I am 
thinking of people like aboriginal leader Patrick dodson, described by many as the 
“Father of reconciliation in australia”. Pat is officially described as a former priest. 
The truth is that he continues to be an outstanding minister of the Gospel; a man 
who lives simply and whose passion for justice and healing is all-consuming.

I share these thoughts with you because I feel that there is something important for 
all of us to reflect on as Vincentians. I am speaking about our personal lives, as well 
as the life of the society in prosperous australia. are there things in our own lives 
that we should consider giving up? are our lives cluttered with possessions or the 
attachment to status or power? do we, as an organisation, put more effort into raising 
funds than we do into calling people to join us in our mission? money serves a 
purpose but should never become a focus or obsession. do we put more importance 
on employing personnel than on supporting and nurturing our members? 

I will leave you, dear friends, with the challenging words of st basil the Great:

“The bread which you hold back belongs to the hungry; the coat, which you guard in 
your locked storage-chests, belongs to the naked; the footwear mouldering in your closet 
belongs to those without shoes. The silver that you keep hidden in a safe place belongs to 
the one in need. Thus, however many are those whom you could have provided for, so 
many are those whom you wrong.” ◆

Syd Tutton 
national President 
St vincent de Paul Society 

editor’s note: syd tutton shared these thoughts  
from his hospital bed shortly before he died.

vincentian Faith
Now faith, James said, without works is dead; 
a desert plain, 
a stony, sandy, dry creek bed 
before the rain.

my sins confessed, faith professed, 
in The creed – 
– the creed of The twelve – faithful to death; 
their blood, faith’s seed.

Jesus came (I had called his Name) 
and I did eat. 
as he did for the twelve, for me the same 
– he washed my feet.

and I saw my role, in my life, my soul 
was to love 
and I sent this prayer “Please make me whole” 
to God above.

and then I found, for I searched around 
’til I was sure – 
a generous people with love profound, 
who served the poor

with a faith to prize; as generous and wise 
as God’s sweet rain 
when it falls to earth that creeks might rise 
In flood again.
pat cunneen, Whitfords conference, Wa

The wisdom of the broken

look, you said, you choose your side. 
You choose your sudden surge of gusto 
where your life will face the hovering of death.

The barricade has always loved you.  
every day, you said, we write our history.  
we are witnessing the movement of the powers in our hell. 

we’re building heaven here, companion.  
heaven sealed in letters dipped in fire.  
we are watching every movement of the empire. 

Woe to us if we do not proclaim. 

we carry anchors of sure tenderness and boxes filled  
with shells and special dockets to the building site of love.

we organise our elements. we’re reckoning and dreaming.  
even when we die we will be present in the fighting for forever.

Look, you said. Look, you kept on saying, long after you slid 
away, long after you disappeared, long after the silent wall 
received you, long after you went into the shadows. 
John Falzon
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obituary | dr john falzonnews in brief

syd tUttoN, NatIoNal 
President of the st Vincent de Paul society 
in australia, died in the early hours of 
sunday 12 december 2010. 

syd lived, and died, as a fighter for 
social justice. This, for him, was what it 
meant to be a man of faith. Following 
the example of Jesus of Nazareth, syd 
believed passionately in taking the 
side of the marginalised, even if this 
meant challenging the powerful. For 
syd, a person of deep prayer and real 
compassion, this was at the heart of the 
Gospel. he made it his goal to bring social 
justice back to the centre of the st Vincent 
de Paul society in australia. In this 
respect he was fond of quoting the gentle 
Francis of assisi, who was remembered as 
saying to his followers: “Preach the gospel 
and sometimes use words.”

All ThingS 
for ThE 
GreATer 
Glory  
oF God

Syd TuTTon 
caTholic social acTivisT 
22.05.1937 – 12.12.2010

syd was diagnosed with cancer of the 
liver and the stomach just three weeks 
prior to his death. everyone who visited 
him during this time was struck by his 
incredible serenity and his strong sense of 
being ready to go to God. Not to mention 
his sense of humour!

born on 22 may 1937, in working-class 
richmond, syd savoured the lessons of 
his childhood and threw himself into the 
rough-and-tumble of life in all its aspects: 
social, economic, intellectual, cultural, 
political and personal. This included 
overseas service with the royal australian 
Navy as a reservist and National 
serviceman, a time he remembered with 
great fondness and humour. 

In 1958, he founded one of the first credit 
unions, to provide low-interest rates for 

the people of richmond. a strong believer 
in mutuality, he also served as Vice-
chairman of the board of the catholic-
based hospital benefits association. 

syd was incapable of sitting still. he 
had a remarkable ability to enthuse and 
energise those around him. his interests 
and activities were diverse, to say the least. 
he played a leading role in the young 
christian workers, including their cricket 
association, Umpires appointment board 
and Football association tribunal. he was 
also involved in the founding of the loyola 
musical society, where he met and fell in 
love with Josephine reay. They married in 
1966 and together they had six children 
and 10 grandchildren. at the time of his 
death, another grandchild was on the way. 

Ball Event organiser cate robson (left) and  
Peter Mcnulty (right) with Mc corrine grant (centre)

By caTErina PurEn

yoUNG VINceNtIaNs staGed a 
spectacular red carpet ball in canberra in 
November to raise much-needed funds for 
the act Vinnies youth programs.

comedian corrine Grant was master of 
ceremonies for the annual charity ball, which 
raised approximately $27,000 for the society 
of st Vincent de Paul. 

every dollar raised from the ball, which is 
Vinnies youth’s major fundraising effort 
for the year, will go towards the continued 
success and growth of the society’s programs.

The President of st Joseph the carpenter youth 
conference, Peter mcNulty, described the 
celebration as “not only an event that helps 
fund our programs but it is also an important 
event in raising the profile of those children in 
our community experiencing hardship.” 

Those who attended were treated to a 
three-course meal, live auction, music by local 
band The Remnants and a salsa dance show 
by Subsdance. The PicMe photo booth was a 
huge success and used by guests to capture 
memories of the night.

acT vinnieS youTH bAll raiSing fundS for caMPS

corrine Grant said she was “thrilled to be 
mcing the Vinnies youth charity ball.”

“The work that Vinnies youth does with 
vulnerable kids is incredibly important,” 
she said.“I’m proud to be able to help out. 
and as it’s been quite some time since I was 
a teenager myself, I’m also looking forward 
to being reminded of what being youthful 
actually feels like!”

The youth programs in act were founded 
more than 33 years ago by a group of young 
members who saw the need to help kids 
their local community.

Vinnies youth conferences in act are 
founded on the principle that all children 
should have the same opportunities to 
actually be kids. every year, the act 
youth program runs about seven holiday 
camps, one family camp, one teen camp, 
a family christmas party and monthly 
activities. on our holiday camps, kids 
get to play games, participate in group 
activities, have fun making arts and 
crafts, watch a movie or two and, towards 
the end of each camp, attend the very 
important award ceremony and disco. 
each camp takes between 25-35 kids. 
many of our volunteers give up their 
school holidays, uni holidays and annual 
leave to take part in these camps. 

The success of the red carpet ball relies 
on the generous support from those in 
the community. maria selleck Properties 
was the main sponsor for the event and 
conducted the live auction.

we would like to thank everybody who 
was involved for helping to create such a 
successful evening. ◆

caterina Puren is the acT youth representative

the eFForts oF oUr NatIoNal 
treasurer, david bresnik, to help others 
through his work for the society were 
recognised when he was named the 2011 
act young australian of the year.

The prestigious annual award recognises 
outstanding and exceptional young people 
aged from 16 to 30 who make significant 
contributions to our communities. 

david began volunteering with the society 
in 2003, while studying accounting at the 
University of canberra. he initially became 
involved as a way of meeting new people 
and saw it as a great way to give back to his 
local community. david’s voluntary work 
began with a youth school holiday camp 
themed ‘Under the sea’ and he quickly 
became engaged in the works of the youth 
conferences.

david worked particularly with the  
st Joseph youth conference, which works 
to provide recreational respite activities 
to children experiencing hardship in the 
canberra Goulburn archdiocese. For the 
next few years, david was heavily involved 
with facilitating monthly activities and 
week-long school holiday camps.

In 2006, david was elected President of 
his conference, where he became a mentor 
and leader for other volunteers. In 2008, 
he was appointed youth and young adult 
representative to the canberra Goulburn 
central council. This position enabled him 
to become the voice of Vinnies youth in his 
archdiocese and gave him the opportunity 
to learn more about the greater works of 
the society.  david’s leadership potential 
was recognised by the society and, in 
2009, he was appointed National youth 
representative, where he assisted youth 
volunteers and members around australia 
to carry out their works.

In 2010, david was appointed National 
treasurer for the st Vincent de Paul society. 

david is an enthusiastic, passionate and 
motivated young man who continually gives 
of his time and energy to assist. we would 
like to thank david for all of his efforts and 
the contribution he has made to the works 
of the society. ◆

vincenTiAn naMEd 2011 acT younG AuSTrAliAn oF THe yeAr
“Good actions give strength to ourselves and 
inspire good actions in others.”

Plato, ancient Greek Philosopher

continued on page 6 ▶
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obituary obituary

helping the poor and marginalised,” wrote 
Thomas tan, the coordinator for the 
south-east asian region of the st Vincent 
de Paul society.

syd gave himself completely to the cause 
of people who are pushed to the margins 
of society, both globally and locally. he 
continued to call for a revolutionary 
approach to social justice and social change, 
unafraid of the criticisms he sometimes 
incurred for this courageous stand. 

his practical achievements as Victorian 
state President, National secretary and 
National President, are far too numerous 
to list here. as far as he was concerned, he 
was completely uninterested in personal 
recognition, making light, for example, 
of the Papal Knighthood he deservedly 
received in 2009, threatening to ask the 
Vatican for a horse to go with the title!

For syd, his work for the st Vincent 
de Paul society was simply a matter of 
seeking, and finding, God in the people 
who are oppressed by structures of 
injustice and inequality. he went into bat 
for absolutely any group in society who 
were degraded and despised and he did 
this on a personal level, as well as in the 
political arena.

he believed in a social democratic 
approach to the organisation of the 
economy and society, arguing that 
Government must do what markets 
cannot, especially regarding the equitable 
distribution of essentials such as housing. 
he often denounced the persistence of 
homelessness in prosperous australia as a 
national scandal.

whilst he was, to all who knew him, a 
loyal son of the church, his view of the 
church became increasingly radical 
and critical of the polarisation between 
hierarchical structures and the simple 
revolutionary message of the Gospel.

at the opening of Kennedy house, a 
society homelessness service in Goulburn 
last year,  he said:

“When people think of Christianity, the 
first image that often comes to mind is 
the church building. They might think of 
a humble parish church or they might be 
reminded of the pomp and glory of St Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome. 

“I would like to put it you that the 
Christianity that has its basis in the simple 
Gospel of Jesus of Nazareth is in many ways 
better exemplified by the building we are 
opening here today. 

“Kennedy House, and the St Vincent de Paul 
Society for that matter, represent the simple, 
very human, and therefore very sacred, 
presence of Jesus on the margins of society.

“The people who Kennedy House exists for 
are, for us, the presence of Christ.

“I don’t say these things to be 
sanctimonious. I say them because they 
need to be said at a time when, on the one 
hand many people in the world see the 
Church as having become distant from the 
Gospel and, on the other hand, we have a 
world that is fixated on the accumulation 
of unnecessary wealth, even when it comes 
at the price of accumulated misery and 
poverty for so many.”

syd was deeply worried about the 
exclusion from society experienced by 
people living with a mental illness. he was 
also angered by the injustices to people 
doing it tough, whether at the bottom end 
of the labour market or on its fringes. he 
was scathing in his criticism of policies 
that reflected prejudice and meanness 
towards asylum seekers. he also slammed 
the blanket imposition of compulsory 
income management on people on social 
security benefits, currently supported by 
both sides of politics, using words that 
are probably best left unprinted here to 
describe how out of touch our legislators 
and policy-makers are if this is what they 
believe will address the causes of poverty 
and inequality.

syd fought hard for renewal within the st 
Vincent de Paul society, even taking on 
the unenviable task of suspending and 
reforming the Nsw state council. he was 
always looking towards the future, especially 
with an eye to increasing the number of 
young people in leadership positions. he 
was also committed to addressing the 
gender imbalance in the leadership of the 
society and made significant progress in this 
area, observing that the church would do 
well to do likewise!

syd comfortably straddled the macro 
and the micro, paying the same degree of 
detailed attention to the successful move 
of the National office from sydney to 

canberra as he would to a home visit to a 
struggling family.

syd was uncompromising in his insistence 
that the st Vincent de Paul society is a 
volunteer organisation and that it should 
never go down the path of adopting a 
corporate culture or structure. he argued 
that the society is a spiritual organisation 
but that the spirituality must flow from the 
praxis of solidarity and compassion, rather 
than merely being a show of religiosity.

he loved to foster critical thinking and 
reflection among the society’s members, 
taking a personal role in editing  
The Record, encouraging the publication 
of controversial and thought-provoking 
pieces, whilst always welcoming and 
publishing the letters that were often sent 
berating either the authors or the editor! 
he commissioned a number of books, 
including a forthcoming history of the  
st Vincent de Paul society’s National 
council, which he insisted should be ‘warts 
and all’, and inaugurating the annual Gerald 
ward lecture on social Justice in canberra. 
he facilitated and supported an unequivocal 
advocacy role for the society, never bowing 
to the voices that wished the society to be 
silent. to these critics he liked to quote 
blessed Frederic ozanam, the young activist-
academic who founded the st Vincent de 
Paul society in 19th century Paris: 

“Charity is the Samaritan who pours oil  
on the wounds of the traveller who has  
been attacked.

It is the role of justice to prevent the attack!”

he had a deep love of the life and teaching 
of Frederic ozanam, saying even on his 
death bed that the society must never be 
afraid to be revolutionary in its defence of 
the poor and its struggle for social justice.

but he would have wanted the last word 
to go to his beloved Inigo de loyola, the 
soldier-saint who founded the Jesuits, 
whose motto, “Ad maiorem Dei gloriam” 
(“all things for the greater glory of God”), 
he made his own. 

syd is survived and lovingly remembered 
by his wife Josephine, his children carmel, 
bernadette, claire, denise, Geraldine and 
stewart and grandchildren emily, lauren, 
Jane, timothy, connor, ryan, Noah, 
hamish, alva, hans and molly. ◆

dr John falzon, 14 december 2010

wherever he was and whatever he did, 
syd’s family was always close to his heart.

he loved both politics and religion and 
was not afraid to talk about either of 
them. whatever syd committed himself to 
meant a substantial commitment of time 
and personal energy. he was incapable 
of being a bystander. he always had a 
hands-on involvement with the church, 
serving variously as parish council 
member, lector and special minister. he 
was involved in the establishment of the 
catholic retirement Village, served as 
chairperson of the Inter-church social 
Justice Group and, more recently, served 
as a co-patron of the st mary’s house of 
welcome (daughters of charity) building 
appeal. he was also personally involved in 
both the alP and the dlP, even standing 
at one stage as a candidate for the state 
seat of richmond. moving on from what 
he saw as the narrow vision associated 
with ‘The movement’, he was grateful 
for the first-hand experience of political 
life, citing, for example, the deep mutual 
respect and friendship he even enjoyed 
with a local communist activist.

syd had a deep appreciation of literature, the 
arts, theology, political and economic theory, 
and history. he would often astonish us with 
his encyclopaedic knowledge of everything 
from australian Prime ministers to the 
Napoleonic wars. his favourite poet was the 
scottish George mackay brown, whom he 
had the pleasure of meeting on stromness in 
the orkney Islands.

more recently, he also developed a real 
love for the earthy, christianity-from-
the-fringe of the aotearoa poet, James 
K. baxter. he was a voracious reader, 
collected paintings wherever he went, 
and loved to have elgar or tchaikovsky 
blaring in the background while you were 
trying to talk with him over the phone. 
he was consistently asking taxi drivers to 
change the radio station to abc classic 
Fm. It was not that unusual for him to 
burst into a little Gilbert and sullivan from 
time to time, or to recite some browning 
or tennyson, as the mood took him. 
he could sweep people into his mood, 
lifting spirits, regaling with tales, leaving 
everyone in fits of laughter. 

syd applied himself assiduously to further 
studies and was always a great champion 

of the centrality of education. he earned a 
diploma of business studies from monash 
University and undertook Post Graduate 
studies in management at the University 
of New south wales. he became a 
certified Public accountant, a Fellow of 
the australian Institute of management 
and a member of the australian Institute 
of company directors.

whilst appreciating theory, he was 
pre-eminently a man of action. syd 
spent 51 years in the electricity supply 
industry, retiring in 2002.  he served as 
manager and company secretary of the 
electricity supply association of australia, 
was secretary of the australian National 
committee of the world energy council 
and member of the executive assembly 
representing australia.  he was later 
secretary of the australian committee 
of the Counseil International des Grands 
Reseaux Electriques (International council 
on large electric system), the Paris-based 
organisation for the interchange of 
technical information on transmission of 
high voltage electricity, and was appointed 
a distinguished member in Paris in 2000. 
all of this regularly took him overseas, 
especially to london and Paris. he won 
the respect of his european colleagues 
despite their eurocentric prejudices 
against the antipodes, even becoming the 
first non-european chairperson of the 
International representatives meeting at 
Palais de Congress in Paris, 2002. 

syd was a member of the st Vincent de 
Paul society for more than 40 years. he 
served as the Victorian state President 
from 2001 to 2006. he then served as 
National secretary from June 2006, prior 
to being elected National President in 
march, 2008.  

syd was also a member of the board of the 
st Vincent de Paul society’s International 
council General, based in Paris, and was 
highly respected and loved by Vincentians 
across the globe, representing australia 
and making a significant contribution to 
reform and renewal of the International 
confederation of the society. he also 
touched people in a profoundly personal 
way. syd was the living embodiment of 
human solidarity.

“I cannot forget his smiling face,” wrote 
Prakasham, the National Project officer for 
the society in India, where syd had been a 
driving force behind the recent asia-Pacific 
congress held in september 2010. 

“His total focus on the needs of the 
marginalised, his willingness to battle for 
them – at great cost to himself and his 
health – is something I will always treasure. 
Of all the prophetic people I have ever met, 
he is from the very top drawer,” wrote the 
highly respected social anthropologist, Fr 
Gerald arbuckle.

“Those who have met and known Brother 
Syd have been privileged to experience his 
warmth and big heartedness,  especially in 

Syd Tutton with two of his grandsons, on the day he received his Papal Knighthood, 2009

obituary

◀ continued from page 56 7
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feature | andy hamilton sjnew poor 

By andy hamilton SJ

wheN syd tUttoN KNew that 
he had only a short time to live, he 
summoned people and gave them tasks. 
one of the tasks I received was to write an 
article for The Record on ‘struggletowns’. 
The commission was a privilege, because I 
knew immediately that, without trying to 
do justice to syd himself, I could not write 
it. of course, I didn’t tell him that!

Struggletown is the title of Janet 
mccalman’s absorbing social history of 
the richmond in which syd grew up. 
her book brings out both the poverty 
and hardship of life in richmond and its 
rich texture. she points to the patterns of 
connection that allowed people to deal 
with difficulties. In his seminal study 
for Jesuit social services, tony Vinson 
also highlights the contrast between 
deprived neighbourhoods, where 
poverty of resources and strong informal 
support are found together, and wealthier 
neighbourhoods, which are more richly 
resourced but less connected. 

my first introduction to struggletowns, 
and the first time my natural prejudices 
were challenged, came when I was 
one of many young Jesuit seminarians 
conducting a parish census in west 
heidelberg and richmond. dressed in 
the black and white colours of the club, 
we knocked on all the doors in the parish, 
noting down details of the catholic 
households. but, as we walked up and 
down each street, meeting people of all 
religions and none, we also built up a 
picture of life in each suburb. 

some of our encounters were picaresque: 
one man answered the door wearing only 
shorts and carrying a rifle; in another 
house, a number of heavily made-up 
young women giggled that we should visit. 
other meetings were thought-provoking, 
particularly conversations with non-
catholics who could manifestly buy and 
sell us in generosity and depth of faith. all 
in all, we were fascinated by patterns of 
life that were exacting but very rich. my 
attraction to richmond endured.

shortly afterwards, I began a long 
association with the richmond ycw 
cricket team, through which I met syd 
tutton. he captained the team and also 
helped administer the association. The 
competition brought together a rich mix 
of characters and talents and was open 
to people of all backgrounds. some took 
a while to learn what was, and what 
was not, cricket. our team had a few 
young players suspended for peccadillos 
including starting riots and throwing balls 
at unduly officious umpires. one umpire 
took delight in giving lbw decisions. 
when bowling, knowing that you would 
soon be done unto as you did unto others, 
you would turn half apologetically around 
to make an outrageous appeal for lbw, 
only to find the umpire in the air both 
appealing and giving the batsman out.

syd presided over this chaos with sardonic 
good humour, enjoying and contributing 
to the human comedy. our then parish 
priest was passionate about cricket, and 
bowled very slow balls that rose high in 
the air and then dropped. In one game, 
an overeager batsman rushed out to hit 
the first ball out of the park, missed, and 
dashed back into his crease to avoid being 
stumped. The umpire correctly refused the 
appeal. The same happened with each ball 
of the over. ball by ball, the parish priest 
became more and more furious, incited by 
syd who, after each delivery, confided to 
him such necessary bits of misinformation 
as that the umpire was short-sighted, 
probably anti-catholic, and certainly 
anti-clerical.

The cricket and the interactions between 
players and the connections of their 
families with the suburb offered a slice of 
richmond life. but syd also introduced 
me to the stories that explained how 
richmond worked. he pointed out the 
importance of the richmond council, of 
the boxing gym, and of o’connell’s pub 
in richmond life and in labor politics. 
he also knew the colourful characters, 
one of whom turned himself into the 

The hearT and soul 
of StRuggletown

Heart& Soul
continued on page 10 ▶
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formation

Unconditional love 
(for syd tutton)
walking the curve of the beach, 
hearing the harmony of sea and cicadas 
seeing galahs wheeling red into the morning sun, 
whitebait coruscating in the rising of the waves 
and a forelock of cloud hanging over coolangatta, 
you might easily believe love rules, ok.

but, closer at hand, 
you catch the stink of a flathead gutted on the sand, 
glimpse a fox tracking through the dunes, 
sea gulls plunging into a shoal of whitebait, 
pelicans lying in wait at the river mouth, 
and on the slopes 
a flaunting of second homes built over middens.
one may no doubt find beauty 
in the harmonies of killing and of being killed, 
but love will know the name of each small fish, 
will recognise the rapine in the builder’s eye, 
will never spread out bait 
never rise to the bait. 
love will let bait off the hook.
andy hamilton sJ

police after noticing that the bodies of his 
fellow participants in a large robbery were 
turning up with their toes cut off. and, of 
course, he knew the vagaries of st Ignatius 
Parish and its school, and the passions and 
personalities around the labor Party split.

even more precious than the stories he 
told, syd also modelled a way of relating 
to this rich, though impoverished, reality 
of struggetowns. he later brought this gift to 
the society. he was, above all, unsentimental 
in his view of the world in which he lived 
and of the people he met. although he 
stood for parliament with the dlP in one 
election, he was never a ‘true believer’ in the 
sense that he would allow his belief in the 
truth and rightness of his cause to colour his 
judgment of the institutions and people who 
represented the cause.

he saw clearly the fallibility of governments, 
churches, councils and political parties, 
and of their representatives, as well as the 
weaknesses and stupidities of ordinary 
people. although he admired the 
commitment of true believers and enjoyed 
their company, he believed that they lived in 
an unreal world and were vulnerable to their 
own idealism. 

In many people, this cool and 
unillusioned intelligence breeds a cynical 
disengagement. It did not do so in syd, 
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By frank Brennan SJ

there are FIVe Key INFlUeNces 
on our health: genetics, social 
circumstances, lifestyle, accidents, and 
access to health care. There is not much we 
can do to alter our genetics. with better 
occupational health and safety at work, 
good design standards, and improved 
public infrastructure, we can reduce 
the risk of accident. The world health 
organisation (who) and sir michael 
marmot in the UK have done a power 
of work finding that social determinants 
have a big impact on health outcomes.

If you are from a poor, dysfunctional family 
with little education and low job prospects, 
your health outcomes most probably will 
be much worse than those of the person 
from a well-off, functional family with good 
education and fine job prospects.

The rudd Government started concerted 
work on addressing the social determinants 
of health for indigenous australians with 
the annual Closing the Gap report. It is 
time for a similar approach to address the 
health needs of marginalised groups in the 
community generally. 

The commonwealth has undertaken 
fresh initiatives to improve the lifestyle of 
australians most likely to have poor health 
outcomes – especially smokers, heavy 
drinkers, the unexercised and the obese. 
but there is only so much government 
can achieve in attempting to modify 
people’s behaviour without also improving 
their prospects in education, housing, 
work, income, and social connectedness. 
Policies that target behavioural change in 
a vacuum just do not work. There is little 
point in telling the unemployed, homeless 
person with minimal education and few 
social contacts: “don’t smoke and don’t eat 
fast food. It’s not good for you.”

most of the airplay on health reform is 
dedicated to better access to health care 
services. The research commissioned 
for the 2009 National human rights 
consultation found that such access 
is the issue of most importance to the 
majority of australians – coming in ahead 
of pensions and superannuation issues, 
human rights, global warming and the 

SEEKing a HeAlTHy SoluTion

quality of roads. This becomes an issue 
of good money after bad unless there 
is also action on social determinants 
and lifestyle questions. Though the 
majority of australians think our human 
rights are adequately protected, over 
70 per cent of those surveyed thought 
that persons suffering a mental illness, 
the aged, and persons with a disability 
needed better protection of their human 
rights. more than 50 per cent thought 
regional communities also needed better 
protection. we need better outcomes for 
the same outlays.

Natsem (the National centre for social 
and economic modelling at the University 
of canberra) has now completed a report, 
Health Lies in Wealth, applying some of 
the who and marmot methodology to 
australia, studying health inequalities in 
australians of working age.

Up to 65 per cent of those living in 
public rental accommodation have 
long-term health problems, compared 
with only 15 per cent of home-owners. 
more than 60 per cent of men in jobless 
households report having a long-term 
health condition or disability, and more 
than 40 per cent of women. The most 
discriminating socio-economic factors for 
smoking are education, housing tenure 
and income. Fewer than 15 per cent of 
individuals with a tertiary education 
smoke. education and housing tenure 
are consistently related to rates of obesity. 

around 40 per cent of australian men of 
working age are high-risk alcohol drinkers. 
The likelihood of being a  
high-risk drinker for younger adults who 
left high school early is up to twice as high 
as for those with a tertiary qualification.

The Gillard Government maintains a 
commitment to social inclusion. sir 
michael marmot found in the UK that 
health inequalities result from social 
inequalities. he has put forward the 
idea of proportionate universalism. 
he says, “Focusing solely on the most 
disadvantaged will not reduce health 
inequalities sufficiently. to reduce the 
steepness of the social gradient in health, 
actions must be universal, but with a scale 
and intensity that is proportionate to the 
level of disadvantage.”

we are not only seeking better health 
outcomes for all persons. It is not a matter of 
providing more resources that improve the 
lot of all persons, much like the rising tide 
raises all boats. at the same time as we lift the 
bar, we want to decrease the steep gradient 
between those with the best and those with 
the worst outcomes, whether the indicators 
are income, education, housing, employment 
or social connectedness.

The commonwealth Government is 
committed to establishing medicare 
local and local hospital Networks as 
part of the coaG (council of australian 
Governments) health reform process. It will 
be a lost opportunity for comprehensive 
health reform if these institutions are 
permitted to focus only on improved 
access to health care facilities. we need to 
break down the silo mentality and have 
health professionals educated to a greater 
awareness of the inequalities confronting 
their patients and committed to greater 
equity in their local regions so that the 
scarce health dollar might deliver better 
real health outcomes for all, especially those 
whose health is most at risk. This way, the 
government’s social inclusion agenda could 
impact usefully on the allocation of scarce 
health resources. ◆

fr frank Brennan SJ is advocate in residence for 
catholic health australia, catholic Social Services 
australia and the St vincent de Paul Society.

partly because he recognised clearly his 
own weaknesses and limitations. on one 
occasion, he said that the motto of the 
ycw sporting competitions was,  
“we cater for the scum that no one else 
caters for”. he said it with a smile, because 
he appreciated that he shared a common 
humanity with the people helped by the 
cricket competition. If people were to 
be divided into scum and non-scum, he 
knew on which side he belonged and 
wanted to belong. he could ask much of 
people but not expect it. as he lay dying, 
he said that this was because he knew 
himself to be unconditionally loved. 

The heart of syd’s response to 
struggletowns was his constancy. he kept 
faith with people whom he valued. what 
he expressed in his commitment to the 
ycw he continued with during his years 
with the Vinnies. he remained in touch 
with people and with the messy forms that 
their lives took. his commitment to them 
naturally led him to advocate for them 
when they were neglected or mistreated, 
and to foster a public education that 
would reveal the rich reality that popular 
prejudices obscured. 

syd had much to teach about 
struggletowns because he had learned 
much and loved much. This is his legacy. ◆

social inclusion | frank brennan sj

frank Brennan SJ

◀ continued from page 9
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asylum seekers | dr john falzon asylum seekers 

dr John falzon

It was KeN lIVINGstoNe, the 
former firebrand mayor of london, who 
once commented:

“You can judge politicians by how they treat 
refugees; they do to them what they would do 
to everyone else if they could get away with it.” 

towards the end of last year, a number of 
Vincentians wrote to me and rang me asking 
if I would write something about this. They 
had experienced the sad spectacle of society 
members actually echoing some of the 
racist attitudes expressed by our politicians 
in australia. sadly, the Federal election last 
year was distinguished by the subtle, and 
sometimes not-so-subtle, demonisation of 
asylum seekers. 

It is no surprise that society members, 
as members of australian society as well 
the st Vincent de Paul society, should be 
vulnerable to the appeal of some of the racist 
rhetoric that has dominated mainstream 
discourse.

Neither is it any surprise, however, that 
the majority of Vincentians are amongst 
the most vocal champions of the rights of 
asylum seekers, as well as the amongst the 
most practical supporters of asylum seekers, 
both in the community and in detention.

It continues to be a festering sore on the 
body politic that australia locks children up 
because they have come to seek refuge here.

according to data released by the 
department of Immigration and 
citizenship, there are 1027 kids in the 
immigration regime. only 37 are in 
community detention, so there are 900 
children in secure, locked detention 
facilities.

as the society stated in a media  
release last year:

“The St Vincent de Paul Society National 
Council has called on the Federal 
Government to fulfil the commitment 
it made in 2008 to use detention in an 
Immigration Detention Centre only as a last 
resort and for the shortest practicable time 
and to end the detention of children.

“The continued detention of people who pose 
no danger to the community is unjustifiable 
by any moral standard.

“In 2008, the Federal Government referred 
to its changes as a reversal of a shameful 
chapter in our history. 

“Since then, Professor Patrick McGorry has 
referred to Detention Centres as factories for 
producing mental illness.

“Mandatory detention, especially of children, 
continues to be an abuse of human rights.”

so what is it about dog-whistle politics 
that could possibly appeal  to Vincentians?

The answer lies in the false division 
between  ‘us’ and ‘them’. It is instructive 
for us to remember that the ‘white 

australia’ policy dominated australia’s 
immigration program for the first half 
of the 20th century and more. This 
racist agenda was reflective of the views 
of the australian workers’ Union and 
was promoted in terms of protecting 
the wages and conditions of ‘our own’. 
The belief was that jobs would be lost 
and wages driven down if we were to 
allow cheap ‘non-white’ labour into the 
country. of course, a deeper analysis 
would have shown that the problem here 
was not with race but with an economic 
structure that had the licence to drive 
down wages; putting profits before people. 

today we are witnessing the politics of 
fear being played out slightly differently 
but based on the same flawed logic. 
hence we have politicians saying that 
we should decrease overseas aid and 
concentrate on ‘our own’ or that we 
should concentrate on assisting the 
‘australian’ poor rather than assisting 
refugee households. Indeed, I remember 
as if it were yesterday when, in 2001, 
I was publicly berated by the then 
minister for Immigration for asking 
him a question about schooling for 
detained children. “Vinnies should be 
concentrating its efforts on people who do 
the right thing, the honourable thing; not 
these people who jump queues and who 
lack the decency to do the right thing by 
our nation!” he sternly told me.

This tirade was deeply instructive. I would 
go so far as to say that in it we find the 
explanation for the unease felt even by 
some Vincentians over the society’s strong 
stance in solidarity with asylum seekers.

The problem all goes back to the false 
notion that there is such a thing as ‘the 
undeserving poor‘ as opposed to ‘the 
deserving poor’. The former minister 
quoted above was speaking of the 
supposed (and completely erroneous) 
divide between ‘honourable’ people 
who need assistance and ‘dishonourable’ 
asylum seekers who deserve not 
compassion but detention.

we know that in fact it is entirely legal to 
land in australia, whether by boat or by 
plane, and to request asylum. australia, 
as a signatory to the International 
refugee convention, is obliged to assess 
these requests for asylum. It is morally 
unsustainable to claim that people should 
be detained simply because they have 
come here and have requested asylum.

but the problem is bigger than this. I 
would argue that this attitude to asylum 
seekers is symptomatic of an even bigger 
cancer growing in the guts of our modern, 
prosperous society: the insidious and 
imagined divide between the ‘deserving’ 
and ‘undeserving’.

This does not just apply to the most recent 
arrivals in our country. It can apply to 
the First Peoples as well. aboriginal and 

“It continues to be 
 a festering sore on 

the body politic that 
Australia locks children 

up because they have 
come to seek refuge here.”

torres strait Islander Peoples are often set 
apart as being ‘undeserving’. I remember 
a parish priest once complaining 
about assistance to remote aboriginal 
communities, saying: “What are we giving 
anything to them for. They get enough as it 
is.” It is shameful that these things are said. 
It is sad to be writing about it. It would be 
dishonest of us, however, if we didn’t face 
up to our problems.

similarly, you sometimes hear the opinion 
that sole parents shouldn’t receive any 
income support because they brought this 
situation upon themselves. This attitude is 
as untrue as it is offensive. as is the claim 
that unemployed people do not deserve 
assistance because they should just ‘get a 
job’. It was disappointing to see this error 
perpetuated during the Global Financial 
crisis, despite the society’s best efforts to 
advise Government to do otherwise. we 
continued to hear political leaders talking 
about the need to provide assistance to 
people who had ‘lost their jobs through 
no fault of their own’. we supported this 
assistance being provided. we did not 
support the inference that people who 
were unemployed before the onset of the 
Global Financial crisis were in some way 
to blame for not having jobs.

more recently, we have heard the Prime 
minister saying of the labor Party that 
“we are a Party of work, not welfarism.” 
This language is appealing to many in 
the electorate who have been force-fed 

on a diet of stereotypes about people 
who live in poverty. It is also designed to 
ensure that the Government is not seen 
to be ‘soft on welfare’, especially when the 
opposition is so clearly committed to a 
punitive approach to people on income 
support payments.

The reality, however, is that it is no picnic 
to be struggling to survive on $33 a day, 
which is the current single Newstart 
payment. This is a battle that is being 
waged from below the poverty line. even 
the oecd, not known for being "soft on 
welfare", has criticised australia for having 
the lowest unemployment benefits among 
the industrialised nations of the world. 

The language of ‘welfarism’ comes from a 
school of thinking that originated in the 
United states. It proposes that income 
support makes things too easy for people 
and that they are better off being desperate 
than being "dependent". 

what we should be moving towards is 
a vision for society that embraces and 
proudly supports the principle of well-
being for all members, whether they are 
in the labour market or currently on its 
fringes, whether they are the most recent 
arrivals by boat or the First Peoples. This is 
the kind of vision that comes from below; 
a way of seeing through the eyes of those 
who are now suffering. For, as the book of 
Proverbs reminds us: "Where there is no 
vision the people perish"! ◆

deTenTion
and diSadvantage
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By danusia Kaska

the st VINceNt de PaUl 
society is supporting the international 
‘millennium development Goals’ 
(mdGs) to tackle global poverty and 
inequity and build a safer world by 2015.

both as christians and Vincentians, we 
have not only an obligation to support 
them, but with christ as our leader, we 
have a guide for how to do this.

In the year 2000, 189 nations, including 
australia, signed the United Nations 
Millennium Development Declaration, 
pledging to halve global poverty in 
its many forms over the following 15 
years. In order to do this, they set up 
eight target areas on which to focus: 
these are bound by timeframes and are 
measurable goals. The st Vincent de 
Paul society is committed to supporting 
the mdGs, especially through the 
overseas Partnership and development 
(oPd) work of the society.

The mdGs have provided a focal point 
to enthuse and inspire communities 
involved with global development in 
their efforts to eradicate global poverty.

a meeting of world leaders in New york 
last september assessed the position of 
the mdGs, evaluating the past decade in 
terms of obstructions that have hindered 
progress of the mdGs. It also provided a 
forum for planning, to ensure successful 
outcomes by 2015.  australia’s Foreign 
minister, Kevin rudd, was among the 
leaders representing their nations in 
reaffirming their commitment to the 
development goals.

In the past decade, significant progress 
has been made in achieving the mdGs, 
but it was also hindered by the global 
financial crisis and effects of climate 
change. last year alone, an additional 

64 million people found themselves in 
poverty. This means that more than 820 
million people across the world still go to 
sleep at night, hungry.

There have also been variations of success 
in attaining the goals around the globe. For 
example, hIV prevention has been hugely 
successful in south east asia, however, in 
sub-saharan africa, the number of hIV 
infections continues to rise.

an important aspect of the mdGs is 
that they are not only about bringing the 
developing nations out of poverty but also 
about developed nations realising their 
responsibilities to share their resources 
and to remain true to the pledge. only four 
years remain to achieve the mammoth 
tasks that still lie ahead to reduce the 
suffering and burden of our sisters and 
brothers in the developing world.

while attaining the goals can seem an 
impossible task and create a sense of 
helplessness over how to achieve them,  
we need to be optimistic and keep a 
positive attitude. Good progress has 
already been made.

The society’s work on overseas 
Partnership and development 
demonstrates how the st Vincent de 
Paul society is addressing the mdGs by 
supporting self-sustaining development 
projects in our poor neighbouring nations.

MDG Goal No.1: 
Eradicate extreme 
poverty and hunger

In 2005, the number of people living in 
extreme poverty (on less than $Us1.25 a 
day) was 1.4 billion people. The aim is to 
reduce this figure to 900 million people 
by 2015. The st Vincent de Paul society is 
helping to achieve this through supporting 
meal and food production programs in 
our poor partner (twinned) nations. They 
include:

• Feeding programs that provide cooking 
facilities such as bread ovens in which to 
cook nutritious food for the poor.

• Providing meals such as breakfast and 
lunch to children and families in need. 
There are also projects to provide food 
supplements to school-aged children, 
as often the meals they receive in their 
homes are insufficient to sustain and 
nourish them.

• operating day care centres that include 
feeding programs for children.

• operating a luncheon project for 
kindergarten children

• assisting poor families in the area 
of food production so that they can 
become self-sufficient and generate 
an income. This includes pig and cow 
banks; raising chickens; fish breeding 
and fishing projects and crop planting.

• Providing dishwashing cleaning 
solutions to maintain clean utensils and 
crockery to prevent disease outbreak, as 
well as providing brooms to maintain 
cleanliness.

MDG Goal No.2: 
Achieve universal 
primary education

In the past decade there has been an 
89 per cent increase in the number of 
children enrolled in primary education. 

The society has assisted in achieving 
this through its educational & learning 
programs. These include:

• The Assist a Student (aas) Program: 
one of the most successful oPd 
programs of the society. developing 
nations are realising its life-giving 
potential, as past recipients are now 
living proof of the benefits of education 
in breaking the poverty cycle. The 
program now operates in nine countries 
in the asian/oceanic region: Thailand, 
the Philippines, Pakistan, Indonesia, 
east timor, India, PNG, Vanuatu 
and myanmar. demand for places far 
outweighs the number of subsidies the 
society can offer. 

• Pakistan literacy project: This offers 
opportunities for children and youth 
to find dignifying work and rise above 
poverty.

• Income-generating projects that assist 
families and communities to become 
self-sustainable by earning their own 
income. In turn, there is greater school 
attendance as there is less emphasis 
on children contributing to the family 
income. For example, one project in 
Thailand, provides and supports flower 
and mushroom plantations.

• education of children working in brick 
kilns in Pakistan: many children work as 
slave labour alongside their parents and 
have no opportunity to attend school. 
This program provides an education for 
children at the brick kilns.

• day care centres provide education for 
younger children, as well as support the 
older children to attend school.

• Providing for children with disabilities 
to allow them to attend school, such 
as wheelchair aids. deaf mute literacy 
program to teach sign language to 
children who are deaf and mute, so that 
they are able to communicate and attend 
school.

• Providing basic furnishings and stationery 
for schools, enabling children to continue 
to be educated.

• Providing sporting goods and musical 
instruments for kids in villages, an 
essential project that allows children to be 
creative in playing sport and music. 

• Providing a library to allow people 
to borrow books and learn, creating 
educational opportunities, and a 
community where people can meet.

MDG Goal No.3: 
Promote gender equality 
and empower women

The positive achievement for this mdG is 
that many more girls now attend school and 
have more opportunities for education.

however, there is still great inequality 
between men and women in many 
countries. Programs empowering women 
and promoting gender equality are 
imperative. The society offers women in our 
partner countries opportunities that provide 
them with autonomy, empowerment and a 
sense of worth and value. These include:

• skill programs for women: providing 
equipment and appliances, such as sewing 
machines to make clothes, or bread ovens 
to bake bread. Not only do the women 
become self-sufficient in providing for 
themselves, learning new skills, but 
business opportunities are created, 
empowering the women and  allowing 

them to have a voice and take control of 
their own lives. 

• Programs providing regular health 
checkups/medical clinics. often in poor 
countries the health of women is not 
seen as a priority. especially in rural 
communities, many women may never 
get access to basic medical services. These 
programs provide medical clinics where 
women can have regular health checkups, 
and treat illnesses and ailments before 
they become serious problems. The 
women are empowered to control their 
own health, shown compassion by the 
clinic staff, and are made to feel valued. 

• opportunities to empower women to 
become leaders. This is important in 
order to change the negative attitudes 
towards women. an example of this is 
seen in the Philippines, where women 
hold important roles of leadership and 
responsibility  in the society. The current 
National Presidents of the st Vincent de 
Paul societies both in Thailand and in 
the Philippines are inspirational young 
women who devote their lives to the poor. 
many of the aas coordinators in our 
partner countries are also women.

• establishing the st elizabeth school of 
midwifery, hyderabad, Pakistan. a huge 
problem in Pakistan was the number 
of mothers and babies dying during 
childbirth. since the midwifery school 
opened in 2007, more than 200 midwives 
have been trained, resulting in fewer deaths 
of mothers and babies during childbirth. 
young women from less developed areas 
and from marginalised communities are 
taken in for training, equipping them to 
assist in their own communities, while 
advancing their own socio-economic 
positions as they become qualified 
midwives for mother, neonatal, and  
infant care in Pakistan. 

SuPPoRting
tHe MillenniuM 
deVeloPMenT Goals

global poverty | danusia kaska global poverty 

East Timorese school children

Bishop, conference Members and President of 
St aloysius conference, Meloor, Kerala, india continued on page 16 ▶
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global poverty global poverty

MDG Goal No.4:  
Reduce child  
mortality

There have been significant improvements in 
achieving this mdG. In 2008, there were 30 
per cent fewer deaths in children less than five 
years of age (8.8 million) compared with in 
the year 1990 (12.4 million). The society has 
contributed to this continuing improvement 
in reducing child mortality through its 
education of midwives and the provision of 
health clinics:

The st elizabeth school of midwifery has 
helped reduce mortality of infants in Pakistan. 

supporting and educating women on 
the benefits of breastfeeding prevents 
mothers putting their babies at risk through 
contaminated water supplies. It is hoped 
that education of women will encourage 
breastfeeding , especially where water and 
sanitation are poor.

Providing regular health checkups/medical 
clinics. often babies and children die from 
preventable diseases, such as diarrhoea, 
where there is no access to simple treatment 
of these common diseases, especially in rural 
communities. These clinics allow women and 
their children to access health professionals 
and have their health monitored. This also 
allows access of medical staff to all, including 
those too poor to pay for it, as the society 
covers the costs. 

MDG Goal No.5:  
Improve maternal  
health

while there has been an overall decline in the 
number of mothers dying in pregnancy or 
childbirth, the progress has been insufficient 
to achieve this mdG by 2015. The society has 
supported this mdG through the midwifery 
school, education and health clinics, and 
continues to improve these programs. They 
include:

• The st elizabeth school of midwifery, 
hyderabad, Pakistan. 

• education promotes healthy pregnancies, 
and identifies ‘at risk’ mothers.

• regular health checkups/medical clinics.

MDG Goal No.6: Combat 
HIV/AIDS, malaria and 
other diseases

overall, the global response to prevent and 
treat hIV/aIds, malaria, tuberculosis (tb), 
and other diseases has had good progress. 
The society has supported many projects 
to help reduce the spread of these diseases. 
These include:

• Providing mosquito nets: The nets are 
vital for the prevention of malaria, an 
enormous problem in many of our 
partner countries that still claims many 
lives.

• refurbishing an hIV/aIds treatment 
centre and providing meals to patients.

• Providing medical equipment to health 
centres in Papua New Guinea, which 
are used to treat people with diseases 
including malaria, aIds and tuberculosis.

• Providing medical clinics in rural 
communities, where often people do not 
have access to even basic medical services.

• supporting many hIV/aIds projects 
in sub-sahara africa, the region of the 
world most terribly affected by the aIds 

epidemic. The society has supported the 
following aIds programs:

 - In 2002, an aIds mission in 
north east Thailand, run by the 
redemptorists for aIds children. 
The society supported the mission by 
funding an aIds outreach program 
in the jungles, and supported the 
orphanage with material goods.

 - In 2004, the society assisted in 
funding a Zambian farm that was 
supported by the Irish sVdP society.

 - In 2007, the society supported 
the dream (drug resources 
enhancement against aIds and 
malnutrition) program in Kenya, 
run by the daughters of charity.

 - In 2007 and 2008, the society 
supported an aIds outreach 
program for grandparents 
looking after their hIV-positive 
grandchildren, whose parents had 
died of aIds, in the slums of soweto, 
Johannesburg, south africa. 

 - In 2007 and 2008, the society of 
australia supported a Zambian 
project for the education of visually 
impaired people on hIV/aIds.

 - The society in australia has also 
assisted in supporting this mdG 
through aIds education and 
advocacy, including to reduce the 
stigma associated with aIds and 
increase awareness.

MDG Goal No.7: 
Ensure environmental 
sustainability

There has been an improvement in the 
provision of clean drinking water between 
1990 and 2006, with 1.6 billion people 
benefitting from development programs. 
The society has assisted in achieving this 
result through its clean water projects, 
provision of latrines, agricultural projects 

and environmental sustainability 
programs. These include:

• clean drinking water project: while we 
take for granted the clean water that 
pours out of our taps, for many poor in 
our partner countries, obtaining water 
involves carrying heavy jars or buckets 
for many kilometres to rivers and 
streams, which are often polluted. The 
society has been involved in providing 
clean drinking water to villages by 
supplying water pumps, purifiers, filters 
and water storage facilities. 

• latrine provision: for many living in 
poverty, toilets or latrine facilities are 
unheard of, often requiring people to 
walk long distances for such a simple 
task. This can also be dangerous and 
women especially are vulnerable to be 
predated upon and sexually exploited.

• agriculture programs: the society has 

• solar panels and hot water systems 
for health centres: for many people in 
our partner countries, electricity and 
hot water are commodities that they 
have never come across. Through the 
provision of solar panels, there is less 
reliance on other means of energy (such 
as firewood), and it improves the quality 
of life for people, as they have access to 
hot water and electricity. 

• Improving access to people’s homes by 
fixing roads or pathways.

• Irrigation water supply project to 
ensure water for crops.

• dam construction to provide water for 
agricultural animals.

MDG Goal No.8: 
Develop a global 
partnership for 
development

There are many possibilities for global 
partnership for development, including  
reducing the burden of debt, opening up 
opportunities for trade and marketing, 
providing new technology and aid. 
while these can be seen as tasks for 
our governments, there are also many 
possibilities for the society and us, as 
Vincentians, to show our solidarity and 
support of our partner countries.

some of ways that our society has 
supported global partnership for 
development have been through our 
committees, oPd programs, conferences 
and visits. These show the australian 
st Vincent de Paul society works in 
solidarity with our poorer neighbouring 
partner countries, to help share the 
burden of their poverty, and to walk with 
them in Vincentian spirit as christ did. 
These include:

• The National overseas workgroup, 
a dedicated group of people who 
work in the areas of twinning with 

our partner countries, Projects of our 
partner countries, the aas education 
program, and disasters that occur in 
our partner countries.

• The PaNasco 7 working group, a 
group of people committed to seeing 
tangible resolutions and outcomes from 
our recent PaNasco 7 meeting in Goa, 
India, in september 2010.

• The loyalty of our australian 
Vincentians towards our partner 
countries in relation to twinning, 
Projects, aas, and disasters is a witness 
in itself to how the society is supporting 
this mdG. 

• The regular networking, 
communication and participation in 
conferences and meetings indicate 
our solidarity and assurance to Global 
Partnership for development.

The st Vincent de Paul society is 
fulfilling its obligation as christians and 
Vincentians to help eradicate global 
poverty through the mdGs. as christ fed 
the hungry, taught the ignorant, valued 
women and children, cured the sick, and 
lived among the poor, he demonstrated to 
us how this can be achieved. ◆

danusia Kaska is the national overseas 
Partnership and development officer for  
the Society.

Three latrines were built in Taom village, Siem 
reap, cambodia

goat distribution, holy family chenari, india

Sewing machines, St aloysius, Meloor, Kerala, india

been supporting agricultural programs 
in our partner countries, providing 
fertilisers (organic), enabling local 
farmers to grow their own vegetables 
and become self-sustainable. 

• Fish breeding projects.
• agricultural feeding projects: the 

feeding of native Thai buffalos is vital 
as they are relied upon heavily for their 
manual labour in the fields and often 
the people are too poor to feed them.

◀ continued from page 15
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reconciliation | prof. michael mcdaniel reconciliation

This is an abridged version of a speech 
delivered Professor Michael McDaniel, a 
Wiradjuri man and a member of the Kalari 
Clan. It was originally delivered at the launch 
of Allens Arthur Robinson’s Reconciliation 
Action Plan in 2009. Recently, Melbourne 
Aboriginal Catholic Ministry coordinator Vicki 
Clark shared it with National Council, as part 
of a presentation on the Society’s invitation 
to Reconciliation. We thank Allens Arthur 
Robinson for making the text available in the 
public domain and Reconciliation Australia 
for publishing it on their website. 

It's a wonderful thing, these days, to see the 
acknowledgement of traditional owners and 
that the welcome to country has become very 
commonplace. as you will all know, 10 years 
ago it was very, very rare. Now it's almost an 
australian thing to do and I think we can 
reasonably say it is an australian custom and 
I think that in part is where we want to get.

I think what that acknowledgement does, 
certainly for us as aboriginal people, is 
legitimise our place in society but what 
it does in this very small act, for non-
aboriginal people, is it provides the sense of 
legitimacy of place, of belonging, and it must 
be a wonderful thing to practise an ancient 
custom and be able to claim it as your own.  
I mean that in a sincere way.

Not only is it a wonderful thing to see, I 
also hope that, as we start to become more 
familiar with these customs and traditions, 
particularly acknowledgement of traditional 
owners and so forth, that we don't just do 
it as a sort of half-mumbled grace or do 
it out of a sense of obligation. It's much 
more than that and it's much more than 
an act of courtesy: it has at its very basis a 
philosophical principle. It presumes that the 
speakers and the listeners share a deep insight 
into the principle of interconnectedness. The 
interconnectedness of country, of people, of 
winds, of water, of constellations, of people 
past, people future, of the web of life. 

yet to touch one element of the web of life 
is to affect all and that's what I'd like to talk 
about in terms of reconciliation tonight. That 
sense of interconnectedness. If reconciliation 
is anything, it’s a process that has at its heart 

a deep philosophical understanding and 
sharing of that sense of interconnectedness 
and I think that interconnectedness 
requires three things on the part of non- 
Indigenous australians.

It requires recognition firstly. recognition 
of our parallel, and very separate, streamed 
experiences of life. The difference between, 
for many of you, your family's experience 
of this country and my family's experience 
of this country, but at the same time our 
interconnected past.

It requires an appreciation of our present 
and differing legacies. legacies which result 
from those different histories but are very 
much with us in this room tonight and 
we'll certainly go home to them; the issues, 
the families and so forth.

and thirdly, it takes a belief. belief, not 
only that solutions are possible but that 
the benefits of those solutions are mutual. 
reconciliation is not a charity movement 
towards Indigenous people – it’s a process 
of nation building, it’s a process that's 
intergenerational and it's as much for you as it 
is for me and I think that's the beauty of it.

If it has two easy steps to reconciliation, 
I think it's these. They're easy to say but 
they're another thing to do. I think the first 
requires listening and understanding, and 
it requires giving aboriginal people a voice. 
It has to go beyond writing the cheque and 
ticking the box and saying that “we did it, 
we started a program, we did this, we did 

something”. It requires a bit of face-to-face 
understanding. why? because it's important 
for our healing, as aboriginal people.

we need to tell you the story of what it's 
been like to be the by-product of your 
success. we need, as partners within 
what might be described as a domestic 
violence situation, the right to sit down 
and to tell you how it's felt because we 
can't go up to the next stage.

we can't have a box of chocolates, a 
bunch of flowers, go off to a dance and 
not talk about it. right? silence is a form 
of abuse and if you impose silence upon 
us as the first step, you continue the 
abuse, so we need to have a chat. some 
years ago, I was a member of the National 
Native title tribunal and I had an office 
down in bligh street on the 25th Floor. as 
many of you will know, the Native title 
tribunal essentially acts as a mediation 
service for the Federal court. I was there 
one day and some traditional owners 
from far west New south wales were 
coming in to meet the representatives of 
the australian Government, as far as they 
were concerned.

It was actually the crown solicitor. but 
this was the first time that they, and I 
won't mention their names, the people, 
had the opportunity to negotiate, sit 
at the table with representatives of the 
government they had lived under. I had 
a coffee with them before we started, to 

settle their nerves. They were more nervous 
than I am now and most of them hadn't been 
to sydney before but they had a great sense  
of occasion.

They realised that this was a historical 
moment, this meeting that was about to take 
place. They were also very emotional because 
they had in their memory and in their hearts 
the names of all of the people who were 
missing. They had with them the memories 
of what it was like to be locked on the mission 
for generations, to have every opportunity to 
exercise responsibility and decision-making 
taken off them, for generations. This was real 
and this was personal.

so anyway, we go into the meeting. The 
crown is represented by a young crown 
solicitor and I don't know how things work, 
whether you draw the straw on the day or 
what, but this poor young bloke, he didn't 
have a clue. he was there; the elders walk 
in. he's rolled out all these maps all over the 
table and he starts talking. he starts pointing 
to this pipeline that extinguishes something 
or other and this fence line here and this 
power line that goes here etc. etc. and he 
went on for about 10 minutes and apart from 
the elders not really knowing what he was 
talking about and not recognising the map 
as this country in any way at all, they just 
sat there quietly, and after about 10 minutes 
when he'd finished, they just gently moved 
the map aside and leant forward and one of 
them said:

“Before we go any further, we need to tell you 
about the process. The process by which we lost 
all those rights to this country and the process 
which empowers you as a young man to sit 
across the table and tell us this.”

and they did for about an hour and, I tell you 
what, they may have felt better by the end of 
it but that poor young crown solicitor was a 
mess and so they went their separate ways and 
then I had coffee with the crown solicitor after 
the meeting and he said, "What happened?" 

what happened, it was like he was hit by a truck 
and I said, “that's history”. I said, “you are the 
most significant person that these people have 
ever had the opportunity to speak to, you know.”

Kim wilson and I were on that Native title 
tribunal and we knew the first thing that 
happened when you go into a community is 
people want to go ‘bang’. For that moment 
you are captain cook. you are arthur 
Phillip. you are the mission manager. you are 
the representative of everyone who did those 
things and you've got to cop it because it's 
part of the healing process. and I had to say 
to them at the end of it that, “you know, it's 
hard for him as a young non-Indigenous man 
because he's never had a sense of belonging 
to a society. He's never had a collective sense 
of responsibility. He always just thought of 
himself as a good young man”, and I think 
that's one of the difficulties that we face in 
this process. Not only do we have to tell 
our story but the hard process for non-
Indigenous people is that you have to develop 
a sense of collective responsibility.

you also have to develop a sense of your 
collective and positive legacy as a result of that 
because all of those actions, all of those things 
that happened to their, and my, family and the 
families represented in this room were legally 
signed off, were sanctioned by law, each of 
those horrible things. you know, we have no 
love of the law, for aboriginal people. 

someone said to me, "The trouble with black 
fellows is they hint that law and justice are 
brothers and sisters – they're actually very 
distant-related cousins." so that's part of the 
process that we have to engage in. If you don't 
allow aboriginal people to first have that 
place, that voice, you won't be approaching 
the table of reconciliation with the right 
understanding of your position and your role 
and how this relates to you. you've first got to 
develop that sense of I have a positive legacy as 
a result of that history.

The governments’ passed legislation for the 
benefit of the people and the people are white 
people. This nation was built for you, not 
for me, and that's a very hard thing to come 
to terms with, particularly if you're a good 
person, but we are societies and Indigenous 
people do have a sense of being governed  
to this day by another people. That's the  
first process.

The second process is much simpler, less 
heart wrenching, and that simply requires 
action. a lot of people have asked me over 
many years and I'm sure they've asked you 
and, whether you’re Indigenous or non-
Indigenous in this room, what's the answer? 
well, what a silly question! That's the kind of 
question you ask if you don't really want the 
answer because it's an impossible question 
and it requires no action. There is no single 
action. There's no black messiah that's going 
to pull us out of this. There's no single act of 
largess that is going to clear the air. There's no 
single policy that's going to result in change.

what is required is quite simple – and it's 
something that I've truly believed for years. 
That if every non-Indigenous person just 
simply, within the everyday power that you 
have in your workplace with the regular 
authority you have, with the everyday 
resources you have, would just simply turn 
your mind occasionally to what you could 
do with that for the benefit of Indigenous 
australians, and did that once a year, that 
would be a movement of 20-odd million 
people which I'm sure over a decade would 
result in a situation or circumstance that I 
can't possibly imagine for that small, 500,000 
fellow australians.

so that's my challenge. That's my invitation 
to you to participate in this. Participate in it 
and understand that it's as much about you 
as it's about me, because I'd very much, as an 
aboriginal australian, as a wiradjuri man, 
love you to have the sense of this country that 
I have. I would love you to have that, but we 
need to do some work before we can do that 
kind of thing.

so, in summary, I'd just like to say that I 
think an effective reconciliation plan has in it 
elements of understanding and relationship, 
of personal responsibility and buy in, a belief 
in the mutual benefits involved in the process 
and, if the action is localised and it's pragmatic 
and it involves personal interaction, I see all 
those elements in the plan. ◆

The speech is available at: 

www.reconciliation.org.au/home/latest/prof-
michael-mcdaniel-keynote-address-at-allens-
arthur-robinson-rap-launch.

reconciliATion noT a cHAriTy MovEMEnT 
BuT nATion buildinG for All

Professor Michael Mcdaniel
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more thaN 4000 moUrNers 
filled bendigo’s sacred heart cathedral  
on Thursday 6 January 2011 for the solemn 
Pontifical requiem mass for bishop Joseph 
angelo Grech, bishop of sandhurst.

a former melbourne auxiliary bishop, 
bishop Joe, as he was affectionately known, 
became ill three days before christmas 
with the recurrence of a blood disorder. he 
died in st Vincent’s hospital, melbourne. 
at 3pm on tuesday 28 december 2010. he 
was 62 years old.

bishop Joe died peacefully, surrounded 
by close family and friends including 
archbishop of canberra and Goulburn 
mark coleridge, Fr maurizio Pettena cs 
and Fr Karmel borg.

as a seminarian, the young Joseph Grech 
arrived from malta to continue his studies 
at corpus christi college in melbourne. 
he was ordained to the priesthood in 
malta in 1974 and returned to melbourne, 
where he took up parish appointments 
in Northcote, altona North, maidstone 

and moonee Ponds, and as parish priest in 
brunswick east.

he studied spirituality at the Gregorian 
University, rome, and on his return became 
full-time chaplain to the catholic charismatic 
renewal and then spiritual director to corpus 
christi college provincial seminary. Pope 
John Paul II appointed him auxiliary bishop 
in melbourne (titular bishop of belesasa). 
he was appointed auxiliary bishop for the 
western region of melbourne in 1999, and 
installed as the sixth bishop of the sandhurst 
diocese on 27 april 2001.

at the time of his death, bishop Joe was a 
member of the bishops commission for 
Pastoral life, with special oversight for the 
pastoral care of migrants and refugees. he 
had been recently appointed to the Pontifical 
council for the Pastoral care of migrants  
and Itinerants.

his advocacy on behalf of refugees in  
the australian community particularly 
endeared him to members of the  
st Vincent de Paul society.

chariSMaTic AdvocATe For 
reFuGeeS,miGrAnTS and youTH

new ProSPEcTS 
for wA’S HomeleSS

within the commission for Pastoral life, 
bishop Joe was responsible for youth 
ministry. he was also a member of the 
bishops commission for mission and 
adult Faith Formation.

archbishop coleridge delivered the homily 
at the funeral for his friend.

“we gather in sacred heart cathedral to 
say, ‘Goodbye, Joe’. but we also say, ‘Thank 
you, Joe: grazzi hafna!’ Thanks for so many 
beautiful and surprising things through 
your beautiful and surprising life, cut short 
in a way neither you nor we expected,” 
archbishop coleridge said.

he spoke of bishop Joe’s involvement with 
the charismatic movement, how being 
touched by the charismatic renewal was a 
turning point in his priestly life.

“Joe’s ministry was in many ways the holy 
spirit’s work of art. It had about it a touch 
of Pentecost, the sense of a new beginning, 
the roots of which, however, reached deep 
into the mighty heritage of maltese faith,” 
he said.

“he also established schools of 
evangelisation which stirred energy for 
mission, turning hearers of the word into 
heralds of the word.” 

archbishop coleridge noted that bishop 
Joe died on the feast of the holy Innocents.

“as I walked from the deathbed out into the 
sunlight, I thought of the holy Innocents. 
I had a merry vision of the baby boys of 
bethlehem, now all smiles, taking Joe by 
the hand and leading him to God on the far 
side of death and saying to God, ‘look who 
we found’.

“Joe, I’m sure, would have been in his 
element with the little ones. There was a 
nice touch of the child in him, and he was 
always great with the young. God would 
recognise Joe immediately and say to him 
simply, ‘Thanks for all you’ve done, good 
and faithful servant, impassioned and 
joyful witness’. and Joe would reply in that 
way of his, ‘Praise God’.” ◆

biSHop JoSepH AnGelo GrecH 
10.12.1948 – 28.12.2010

A Best-seller BAck in print
‘A very practical and rich book, both psychologically and spiritually, full of wise and 
helpful insights, in particular into the meaning of contemplation and the importance 
of freedom … Very readable, with good pointers to psychological and spiritual 
growth’ (The Spiritual Director). 

Sure BeAtS Selling CArdigAnS: FoStering our relAtionShip  
   With god by patrick o’Sullivan sj, rrp $24.95 (incl gSt)

Available from your religious bookstore or direct from the publisher.

david lovell publishing  po Box 44  east Kew 3102 tel/fax 03 9859 0000

By deana Pullella 

the Newly oPeNed ProsPect 
house will provide transitional housing 
to men in the Great southern region of 
western australia. The five-bedroom home 
was opened in early February as a response 
to the extent of homelessness identified 
through the cotton report in 2008. 

Funded and supported by the Great 
southern development commission, the 
report clearly quantified the homelessness 
problem in the region, with particular 
emphasis on albany, a seaside city some 
400 kilometres south-east of Perth. 

anecdotally, the st Vincent de Paul 
society’s members in albany had long 
seen the effects of homelessness in the 
area, reporting that out of 100 clients 
typically seen per week, an average of 
seven had no permanent dwelling. 

They would either be living in their cars, 
in caravans, on the beach or setting up a 
spot to sleep in the bush. 

homeless men in the area can now apply 
through various agencies within the 
community to enter Prospect house, 
where they will benefit from a stable 
living environment to help them secure 
employment and reconnect with  
the community. 

st Vincent de Paul society wa state 
President clèment astruc said Prospect 
house was a much needed service in the 
albany community that would provide 
practical support to some of the area’s 
most disadvantaged individuals. 

“The service will focus on employment and 
social inclusion with social skills training, 
education, mentoring and much more, as the 
causes of homelessness are multi-factorial and 
require a holistic approach,” he said.

“The society realises there is a high number 
of homeless people in albany and is proud to 
support this extremely important service that 
aligns with our mission to serve christ in the 
poor with love, respect, justice, hope and joy,” 
clèment said. 

Prospect house was provided by the state 
Government and is being run by the st 
Vincent de Paul society under the special 
work, Vincentcare. 

stakeholders involved in the project 
include the men’s resource centre, 
Great southern development 
commission, department of housing, 
community First International and the 
salvation army. 

Prospect house will also receive funding 
through a Federal Government $41million 
Innovation Fund that aims to address the 
needs of the most disadvantaged job seekers 
through projects that foster innovative 
solutions to employment barriers. ◆

deana Pullella is the communications coordinator 
for the St vincent de Paul Society in Wa.

Prospect house was officially opened on friday 11 february 2011 by hon. robyn McSweeney 
Mlc. She is pictured here with John Bouffler, cEo St vincent de Paul Society Wa.

obituary | rebecca comini homelessness | deanna pullella
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encounter | ingrid hybler encounter 

vincenTiAnS EncounTEr indiA 

INcredIble INdIa! 
cosmopolitan, chaotic, inspiring, spiritual, 
full to the brim of exotic smells, sights, 
tastes, sounds... and people! our little 
group of st Vincent de Paul volunteers 
from Nsw added ourselves to that 
overflowing populace in January this year, 
traversing this vast land from mumbai to 
hyderabad, Vijayawada, Guntur, eluru, 
balasore and finally, Kolkata. 

The encounter India 2011 group 
comprised Gabby Franco, michael 
reynolds, James heggie, Jess walker, 
che walsh-Kemp, Jodi annetts-Jacobs 
and myself. we experienced the essence 
of christian love – a motivating factor 
for blessed Fredric ozanam to form the 
society, with st Vincent de Paul as its 
patron – everywhere we went.

we were constantly greeted with cries 
of “Namaste!”, bright garlands of orange 
marigolds and yellow daisies, showers 
of pretty petals, and displays of graceful 
dancing. The generosity and warmth of 
the Indian people truly overwhelmed us, 
as did the wonderful delights of the Indian 
cuisine that we were offered non-stop... 
daal, biryani, naan, and, of course, 
“Thumbs Up” cola! our habit of dousing 
ourselves with a mist of deet mosquito 

repellent often amused our hosts, as well 
as our meal-break reminder shout-outs for 
malaria tablets and bottled water for our 
delicate western stomachs.

we were privileged to be guests at 
numerous st Vincent de Paul conferences 
throughout the country, where we 
witnessed the good works made possible 
by funds provided by twinned conferences 
in australia. one such conference was 
our lady of health conference, Nuzvid 
town Parish, established in 1997 with 15 
current members. twinning with Gold 
coast diocesan council has existed 
since april 2006, with monies spent 

on medicine, financial assistance, rice, 
blankets, seven educational scholarships, 
and 13 sewing machines. 

one memorable experience was our 
visit to Parivarthana, a ‘residential 
school for the deaf, dumb and mentally 
handicapped’ in Guntur. Four teachers 
assist the 43 students with 24-hour care, 
including bathing, feeding, and teaching. 
a beautiful moment was when the 
children danced for us: unable to hear the 
music, they fixed their eyes on their teacher, 
never breaking their gaze as she motioned 
to them the most nuanced of hints, barely 
perceptible to the audience, keeping 
the children in time like an orchestra 
conductor leading her musicians. It was 
mesmerising! at the school, the students 
receive free education, meals and hostel 
facilities but are in desperate need of more 
financial assistance. 

our trip gave us some wonderful insights 
into everyday Indian life. we found 
surviving as a pedestrian in India is a 
fine art, scrambling our way amongst the 
honking and beeping rickshaws, cars, 
bicycles, motorcycles, and livestock. even 
the traffic seems to follow a type of caste 
system with all moving objects on the 
road ultimately deferring to cows! taking 

The encounter program was developed in the 
lead-up to World youth day 2008 in sydney to 
provide an opportunity for intergenerational 
groups of vinnies members and volunteers to 
travel to a Twinned country, experience their 
culture, and gain insight into how the society 
operates in that country. 

in 2007, a number of encounter programs were 
held to the philippines, vietnam, Thailand and 
india, and engaged members of all ages from 
across australia.

encounter india 2011 was the second encounter 
program run for nsW members as a joint initiative 
of the nsW state youth Team (syT) and the 
nsW overseas partnerships and development 
committee (opdc). 

The objectives of the encounter program are: 

1. To deepen the relationship between vinnies in 
australia and our vincentian brothers and sisters 
in our Twinned countries

2. To build new connections and relationships 
between australian vincentians of different 
generations and backgrounds

3. To deepen our vincentian understanding of poverty

4. To strengthen cultural awareness

5. To provide an opportunity for an extension of the 
relationships built between the young people of 
australia and her Twins during Wyd08.

here, encounter india 2011 participant ingrid 
hybler, from sydney, reflects on her recent 
experience.

our cue from the locals, the trick is to 
stride purposefully and without pause, as 
though the motorists are merely guests 
using your road!

other major projects included Jeevan 
Jyoti, the ‘home for the Physically 
challenged’ at balasore, orissa. Forty-two 
physically challenged female residents, 
ranging in age from six-year-old Kapura 
to 70-year-old malati, live happily there 
due to the sacrifice of ssVP members and 
the Vincentian sisters of the daughters 
of charity. The residents’ dancing and 
singing of a welcome song upon our 
arrival was certainly very special. 

st Vincent’s boys home, Kanasanapali, 
Vijayawada is a project run by the youth 
of st anthony’s conference. It is a home 
for street children, aged 6-14. many 
of the children were found living and 
begging in squalid conditions in train 
stations, slums, and the streets before 
arriving at the home. They attend the 
local school on scholarship and a brighter 
future now lies ahead.

Niramay Niketan hIV/aIds community 
care centre and leprosy hospice is a 
project of the central council of bombay. 
brother santan d’souza, chairman, 
guided us through the various aIds, 
tuberculosis and leprosy wards with the 
help of the cheeky Pradeep. Pradeep is 
nine years old and the youngest patient 
here. he is hIV positive. he is sweet, 
cheerful, full of energy and quite a 
performer. The only thing he loves better 
than singing and dancing is being filmed 
singing and dancing! The Vincentian 
spirit of serving the marginalised and 
suffering with dedication and love and a 
magnanimous heart is certainly alive and 
well in sr teresa and sr Vindu, daughters 
of charity sisters, who care for Pradeep 
and others here. The major works at the 
time of our visit were the construction of 
the new leprosy ward, building new toilets 
in the leprosy ward, provision of pews in 
the Prayer hall, and resurfacing the road 
connecting the gate to the compound.

arriving back to sydney after the trip, 
I went out on a taskforce visit quite 
soon afterwards. It really heightened 

my awareness about the different types 
of poverty that exist in the world. yes, 
there are people we met in India who 
are materially very poor, but they still 
manage to find great joy amidst their 
poverty. The reason seems to be that 
they are surrounded by family and loved 
ones. here in australia, the people I visit 
are hard-up financially but are often also 
emotionally and spiritually deprived.  
They are isolated with no friends, no 
family. This poverty can be the most 
debilitating. being in India allowed me to 
realise I need to connect with those I serve 
more on this emotional level and not just 
hand over a voucher to get them through 
the next week. 

on behalf of our group, we would like to 
extend our warmest thanks to each of the 
Indian st Vincent de Paul representatives 
we encountered on our journey, including 
brother V.m.J. balaswamy, President 
of the National council of India, and 
brother Kota Jaya raju, National youth 
representative, our constant companion 
on the journey. we will treasure the people 
and memories of India for years to come. ◆
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A voice for the voiceless
albert c., (letters, The Record, summer 
2010-11), writes on the st Vincent de Paul 
stance on refugees.

The society rule, “work for social Justice” 
7.5 calls members to be "a voice for the 
voiceless.”

Persons living outside their country, but 
having a well founded fear of persecution, 
seek asylum in countries including australia. 
Those who arrive here without authorised 
documentation comprise boat arrivals (5 per 
cent) and airport arrivals (95 per cent). 

after thorough assessment by immigration 
officials, usually 90 per cent are found to 
be genuine refugees in accordance with the 
1951 UNhcr convention and the 1967 
Protocol, to which australia is a signatory.

countries such as Iraq and afghanistan lack 
processing facilities to assess prospective 
refugees. as a consequence, there are no 
queues to jump. 

In the old testament, the Jewish people 
were exhorted 36 times to have respect 
for the alien, the stranger. Jesus, himself a 
refugee, echoes this theme in matthew 25:35: 
“I was a stranger and you welcomed Me.”

refugees qualify as part of ‘the real poor’. all 
Vincentians in every state are working at the 
coalface, supporting refugees in numerous 
ways. labelling such activity as “shamelessly 
taking a left wing stance” suggests a 
misunderstanding of the Vincentian ethos.
John Mclean, 
refugee, asylum Seeker and Migrant committee, 
victoria

Jesus also accused of being left-wing

I am proud that the st Vincent de Paul 
society is doing its best to help migrants and 
refugees. I would be very worried if it didn’t!

may I suggest that albert c. should take 
more thoughtful note of the numerous 
statements made by the catholic church 
about this issue.

albert, don’t be too upset about a so-called 
“shameless left-wing stand.” Jesus was 
also accused of being a left winger and so 
are many good people who speak and act 
humbly and compassionately.

albert, don’t forget that millions of 
hard-working people exist all over the 
world and particularly in war-torn and 
third-world countries. why is it that their 
hard work is not providing them with “our 
wonderful way of life?”

even when you live on the old age pension 
in australia, you still belong to the richest 
10 per cent of the world’s population.

more than 3,000 million people work just 
as hard as we do in australia, or much 
harder, and have an income of less than 
$1,000 per annum. 

albert, your privileged life is just an 
accident of birth!
ron h, 
South australia

They have no alternative

I write in reply to the letter of albert c. 
who speaks of queue jumpers and criticises 
the society’s stance on asylum seekers. I 
quote (below) from an article written by 
a former detainee, abdul Karim hekmat, 
who chanced a treacherous voyage in 
a small, leaky boat rather than remain 
endlessly in a detention centre in Indonesia. 
(I have read reports, following inspections, 
that the conditions in these detention 
facilities are sub-human and dangerous.)

“The so-called ’queue’ in which asylum 
seekers wait for an orderly process in a third 
country is a myth. In Pakistan, where I 
spent some time as a refugee, the UNHCR 
accepted hardly any applications…  

In Indonesia, I heard stories of people who 
had stayed for years, in shelters provided 
by the International Organization for 
Migration, but their applications were not 
processed. People who come to Australia 
by boat are ordinary families torn apart by 
war.  They are so desperate they take high 
risks. But they have no alternative.”

to quote now from the Brigidine Asylum 
Seekers Project Newsletter: 

“Q. Is there a queue overseas? 

A. No. Those who have been waiting 
longest there have no priority claims on our 
protection.”

albert speaks of our wonderful way of 
life in australia. I wonder does he reflect 
from time to time, as I do, by what stroke 
of luck was I saved from being born an 
afghan or sri lankan and compelled to 
flee for my life? like all privileges, it comes 
with obligations.

st Vincent de Paul, as a christian 
organisation, is bound to follow the 
example that Jesus gave us during his time 
on earth. we need look no further than 
The beatitudes or mark 3:5 (in relation to 
a group of Pharisees). “Looking around at 
them angrily, for he was deeply disturbed at 
their indifference to human need…”

like us, these asylum seekers are all God’s 
children and I have nothing but admiration 
for the compassionate stance the society 
shows in highlighting their plight.
Bernadette duffy, 
East Brighton conference, victoria

Love and understanding through 
mental illness

I write in response to Peter h. lyall (letters, 
The Record, summer 2010-11). I would like 
to add my thoughts on mental illness and 
the st Vincent de Paul society.

over the past few months, I have been 
working through the rcIa (rite of 
christian initiation for adults) program 
on the way to becoming a catholic. This 
has been a journey at once humbling and 
world-expanding.

Two nEW workinG GroupS To 
furThEr vincenTiAn WorKS overSeAS

Throughout this journey, I have been 
welcomed as a member of the corio/
lara parish in Geelong, Victoria. I have 
been accepted and valued, with love 
and understanding, as a member of the 
parish, despite my schizophrenia.

I have long practised the view that I 
don’t, or at least shouldn’t, hide my 
iIlness. Nor should I seek to proclaim 
it from the rooftops. over the years, 
I have been greeted with a variety of 
responses: good and bad.

without exception, my fellow 
parishioners and parish leaders have 
greeted me with love and acceptance. 
None have shied away from asking 
difficult questions in an effort to 
understand. I have been enveloped in 
an attitude of love and empathy.

although only a new convert, I am 
grateful to my fellow sojourners for 
such displays of empathy, acceptance 
and healthy curiosity. every day, 
my faith grows and my life takes on 
new dimensions. I really appreciate 
that I am considered a person with 
schizophrenia, rather than being seen as 
a schizophrenic. There is a difference.
Jack Shaman, 
corio, victoria

Two new working groups of 
the society have been formed 
to bring greater awareness 
and understanding to 
australian vincentians about 
our overseas partnership and 
development work.

THe now Group
The st Vincent de Paul society’s National 
overseas working (Now) Group replaces 
the st Vincent de Paul society’s National 
overseas Partnership & development 
(NoPd) committee.
It is the working group created from the 
former NoPd committee and covers the 
areas of: twinning, Projects, assist a student 
(aas), and disasters.

The Now group comprises tony muir from 
tasmania, a Vice President on the National 
council and National twinning officer; 
John o’brien from Victoria, the chairperson 
of the PaNasco 7 working group and 
Victoria’s state overseas chairperson; 
brother doug walsh Fms, from Victoria, 
the aas coordinator and National Projects 
officer; danusia Kaska, also from Victoria, 
the overseas Partnership and development 
officer (oPd); and Kim watson, oPd 
administration contact person.

This year will be busy for the Now Group 
and many of our preparations are currently 
being undertaken for projects that we hope 
to complete this year.

Projects for 2011 include conducting 
training workshops for overseas twinning 
officers, running road shows in the 
states and territories on oPd, trialling a 
skype communication project between 
australian students and aas students in the 
Philippines , trialing a project for one of our 
twinned countries to create a self-sustainable 
National council in their country, producing 
oPd training and development material for 
our members and volunteers, promoting 
the assist a student program to increase the 
numbers of students being supported, and 
supporting the Panasco VII working group 
to ensure that the resolutions from last year’s 
conference in India are put into action.

The aas program is one that we will place 
great emphasis on promoting this year, as 
many of our twinned countries now realise 

that education is the way forward to break 
the poverty cycle.

our dear, late National President, syd 
tutton, was very keen to increase the 
numbers of assisted students, and in his 
honour we will enthusiastically endeavour 
to do this with even more vigour.

we are particularly keen to promote the 
program within groups and schools where 
there are ‘mini-Vinnies’ or st Vincent de 
Paul conferences already in existence. we 
hope to provide the groups and schools 
with the material, tools and passion to 
promote the program in their education 
and parish communities. 

THe pAnASco 7  
workinG Group
In 2010, syd tutton created the PaNasco 
7 working Group, appointing John o’brien 
the chairperson, to work alongside John 
d’souza (past south australian state 
President) and danusia Kaska.
syd was always very keen to ensure 
that outcomes and action items from 
PaNasco 7 resolutions would be 
achieved.we are now even more deeply 
motivated and passionate about fulfilling 
syd’s dream of seeing tangible results and 
are striving hard to achieve this.

so far, as a group, we have identified the 
main points from the discussion papers 
presented at PaNasco 7, summarised 
the outcomes for proposed projects, 
and discussed how to disseminate the 
information and communicate it with 
our twinned countries and our australian 
Vincentians.

This year, we will be working with the 
National councils of the countries who 
attended PaNasco 7 as part of a working 
committee to move each of these items and 
produce outcomes in ways of projects.

a new initiative, the overseas 
development Newsletter, will help to 
foster communication and sharing among 
the states and territories on oPd issues. 
The australian st Vincent de Paul society 
aims to work in solidarity with our poorer, 
neighbouring twinned countries, to help 
share the burden of their poverty, and to 
walk with them in Vincentian spirit as 
christ did. ◆

ThE mAil

lettersworking groups

The Record welcomes letters but we reserve 
the right to edit them for legal reasons, space 
or clarity. articles will be published only if full 
name and address and telephone numbers 
are provided, although the address will be 
withheld from publication if so requested. 
Post to: The Record, Po Box 243, deakin West 
acT 2600 or email to admin@svdpnatcl.org.au. 
Everyone whose letter is published will receive 
a free book courtesy of david lovell Publishing.
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Brisbane’s floods of 1893 
provided the impetus for the 
society in Queensland, writes 
michael moran

News coVeraGe oF the receNt 
floods in Queensland often compared 
them to earlier disasters, notably the 
brisbane floods of February 1893, which 
claimed 11 lives, and January 1974, in 
which 14 people died.

This year's floods peaked at 4.45 metres in 
brisbane; the 1974 flood at 5.45 metres. 
Think then of the impact of the 1893 
floods, which peaked twice, both times at 
over 9 metres.

The st Vincent de Paul society came to 
Queensland in large part due to the 1893 
floods: their effects, combined with drought 
and depression, prompting the formation of 
Queensland's first conference at st brigid's, 
red hill, in February 1894.

st brigid's, now the site of a magnificent 
church on an elevated site, was the second 
parish founded in brisbane, the first having 
been st Patrick's, Fortitude Valley. on the 
north side of the river, it was a much larger 
parish in 1893 than today, encompassing 
parts of brisbane badly affected by the floods, 
and described by a contemporary as "one of 
the poorest parishes in Brisbane...  a parish in 
which the number of poor recipients was in 
inverse ratio to the number of benefactors".

The church itself was a simple stone 
building, built in 1878 and later demolished 
to make way for the current, heritage-listed 
building in 1912. Its parish priest in 1893 
was Father John hegarty, and a pillar of 
his parish was dr George Patrick comyn. 
These two men may be seen as the principal 
founders of the society in Queensland.

like so many catholics in australia at the 
time, Father hegarty (1860-1943) and dr 
comyn (d 1932) were both Irish-born: 
hegarty from Kilrea, derry, and comyn 
from woodstock, near Galway. 

Fr hegarty arrived in brisbane in 1890, 
only four months after ordination.  he was 
a young parish priest; when he took up the 
position at st brigid's in 1892, he was not 
much more than 30. he served st brigid's 
until 1908 and later served in dalby, esk 
and childers.

an early annual report of the conference 
describes him as "beloved".

Father hegarty held a ba from the royal 
University of Ireland. It was most unusual 
for an Irish-australian priest in the late 
19th century to have received a tertiary 
education at what we would now call a 
'secular' university. he had also studied 
at the famous maynooth seminary when 
daniel mannix was one of its professors. 

dr comyn lived near st brigid's in 
musgrave road in a house named after 
his birthplace, 'woodstock'. as a young 
man he had studied in France and, later, 
at trinity college, dublin, arriving in 
australia in the late 1870s and working 
variously in country Queensland at 
ravenswood, hughenden and roma, 
before coming to brisbane.

when the floods struck brisbane in 1893, 
Fr hegarty and dr comyn immediately 
joined the Ithaca Flood relief committee, 
which distributed tasks to different 
groups. For his part, Fr hegarty formed 
a ladies committee in the parish, which 
made house-to-house visits to those in 
need. The Brisbane Courier reported of Fr 
hegarty's ladies: "The relief given consists of 

blankets, clothing, and rations. One week's 
ration comprises 1/4 lb tea, 2 lb sugar,  
10 lb meat and four loaves of bread for each 
person." ten pounds or  4.5 kilograms  of 
meat and four loaves of bread are not bad 
weekly rations.

dr George comyn provided free medical 
treatment to all cases reported by 
members of the committee.

where women go, men must follow. 
The ladies committee inspired the men 
of st brigid's to follow suit. Fr hegarty 
formed a conference of the society one 
year after the floods, with dr comyn as 
first President and mr william cassidy 
as Vice-President. cassidy later became 
President of the Particular council, 
predecessor of today's Queensland  
state council.

In turn, st brigid's conference members 
were largely responsible for the 
establishment in 1903 of Queensland's 
second conference, at st stephen's cathedral. 

one can speculate whether Fr hegarty 
and dr comyn were inspired by the 
example of the society elsewhere in 
australia or by their experiences of the 
society as students in dublin.

In either case, they were inspired primarily 
by the needs of their neighbour in the 
wake of disaster. “Neither can floods drown 
love”, says the song of songs (8:7). ◆

Michael Moran is the national council archivist.

archives | michael moran

neiTHer can 
floodS drown 
love

flooding in Queen Street, Brisbane 1893

It’s a Great Joy aNd real 
privilege to be back in bendigo, the city 
where I have enjoyed such good friends, 
like the late bishop Noel daly and the late 
monsignor John duffus.

Jesus had some powerful things to say 
about the homeless. but, first of all, he was 
a homeless person himself. we have many 
names for Jesus: Jesus our lord, Jesus our 
Friend, Jesus the Good shepherd, and 
so on. but we can also call him “Jesus the 
Homeless Person.”

he started life not by being born at home or 
in the shelter of a hospital. he was born in a 
stable for animals, and his crib was a rough 
eating trough used for animals. That’s how 
his life began: as a homeless baby born to 
parents who were sleeping rough.

at bethlehem, like mary and Joseph, Jesus 
was a homeless person who slept rough.

and then the three of them had to run 
away across the border to egypt, when 
wicked King herod wanted to kill the 
christ child. right at the start of his 
life, Jesus became a baby on the run, a 
homeless asylum-seeker in egypt.

after he began his life as a homeless 
person, Jesus did find a home to live 
in – during the years when he grew up 

in Nazareth. but then, when he was 
baptised by John and began his ministry 
of preaching, he became again a homeless 
person. remember how he said, when 
talking about himself as the son of man: 
“The foxes have their holes and the birds of 
the air have their nests. But the Son of Man 
has nowhere to lay his head.”

Foxes can be safe, because they live in 
warm holes down in the earth. birds can 
be safe and sound in their nests, high up 
on trees. but Jesus did not have that kind 
of safety and security. he had no home 
that he could call his own, no home where 
he could lay his head on a pillow and go 
to sleep at night. compared with foxes 
and birds, he didn’t even have the kind of 
home and security that they enjoy. Jesus 
lived his life out in the open, sometimes 
alone and sometimes sleeping rough at 
night. (see luke 9:58; matt 8:19)

at the end, Jesus did die, but not at home 
or in hospital. he did not die with the 
kind of care that dying people can have 
at home or in a hospital. he died in slow 
agony, through death by slow torture on 
a cross. who is more homeless than a 
person nailed up on a cross to die in slow 
agony? Jesus, the crucified person, is Jesus, 
the homeless person.

yes, Jesus was born, lived and died as 
a homeless person. In his own special 
way, Jesus is the brother and friend of 
all homeless people and all refugees and 
asylum seekers.

Jesus knew what he was talking about 
when he left his followers with two 
parables and one account of the last 
judgment that have challenged christians 
from the beginning and continue to 
challenge us today. remember his parable 
of the Good samaritan (luke 10:25-37); 
the parable of the rich man and lazarus 
(luke 16:19-31) and the picture of the 
last judgment of all people in matthew 
25:31-46)? 

In the parable of the Good samaritan, 
Jesus told the story of the traveller who 
had been badly wounded and robbed and 
was lying, out in the open, at the side of a 
country road. 

In the parable of the rich man and 
lazarus, Jesus told the story of a homeless 
beggar who was terribly hungry and 
covered with sores.

In the account of the last judgment, Jesus 
not only talked of refugees, people in 
prison and others who were homeless, but 
he also went ahead and identified himself 
with them. ◆

JeSuS 
and ThE 
HomeleSS
Jesuit theologian and author, 
Fr Gerald o'collins sJ ac, 
gave the inaugural John 
duffus memorial lecture in 
Bendigo late last year. it was 
sponsored by the sacred heart 
cathedral conference of the 
society. This lecture honours 
the memory of the late mgr 
duffus, a proud and tireless 
member of the cathedral 
conference over 30 years.

reflection
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